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NAME

The name of this association shall be Southern Oregon Hunter/Jumper Association (SOHJA)

PURPOSE



To promote the sport of showing horses in Hunter/Jumper competitions by: encouraging fair and appropriate competitions, and assisting such competitions through participation, education and advertising; addressing the needs and interests of competitions and exhibitors; educating show mangers, exhibitors and the general public about the sport, as well as the needs and requirements of the horse as an athlete; developing public interest and ; encouraging greater participation in the sport.

MEMBERSHIP
There shall be four types of membership:


Adult: one vote


Junior: Individuals who have not reached their 18th birthday as of Dec 1st of the previous year.  No vote ( except when electing the junior representative to the board)


Family: One vote. 


Sponsor: Club endorsement. No vote

Membership runs from the date of receipt of dues to December 31 of that year.  Fees are as specified in the SOHJA Rule Book.

Membership MUST be current to accumulate points.   No points shall be awarded unless membership has been paid.  Membership may be paid at the beginning of a show, and have points count from that show.

RULES

SOHJA accomplishes its purposes through a set of rules created by the Board of Directors, which may be amended, added to, or deleted.  Suggested rule changes may be submitted to the Board of Directors by any member of SOHJA.  After review by the Board of Directors, if approved, the “proposed” rule changes will be submitted to the full membership and voted on at the next general meeting.

OFFICERS

The Board of Directors shall have general supervision and control of the business and activities of SOHJA, in accordance and consistent with the purpose as outlined in these bylaws.


Board members, with the exception of the immediate past President, are nominated by a nomination committee, then voted on by the entire membership.  The Board will be made up of SIX elected members who serve terms of two years each.   THREE board members will be elected every year.  These SIX persons receiving the most votes will make up the Board of Directors, along with the immediate past President and two junior members who also serve two year terms, ONE of which is elected every year, and are voted on by the junior members of SOHJA.


Officers shall be elected within the Board and shall serve a term of one year or until their successors are elected.  Board members must be members in good standing at the time they take office.  Should a vacancy occur in the board, the President shall appoint an interim Board Member to fill the remainder of the term.  The board may, at its discretion, appoint an honorary board member whose past contributions to the sport have been extensive.  The honorary board member has no vote.

Officers and their duties:


President: shall be Chairperson of the Board, and shall preside over all meetings of SOHJA and the Board, and shall vote only in the case of a tie.  S/he shall be a member ex officio of all regular and special committees which are designated and recognized by the Board, and shall perform all such other duties as usually pertain to this office.


Vice-president: shall perform the duties of the President in his/her absence, or at his/her request, shall be the liaison to the SOHJA approved shows, promoting the purpose of SOHJA.


Secretary: shall perform the duties of the President or Vice-president when necessary, shall be responsible for minutes, newsletter, and all other correspondence not relating to the duties and responsibilities of the Treasurer.


Treasurer: shall oversee and account for all of the funds of SOHJA as approved by the Board and required by law, shall keep current detailed records of all financial transactions, as well as membership, horse registration, and point tabulations.


Junior Member Liaisons: shall have the responsibility of bringing to the attention of the Board, any concerns or complaints of the junior members of SOHJA.  The junior members shall each have a vote at all Board meetings.  Junior Member Liaisons are each elected for a two year term, on alternate years.  Juniors are allowed to remain on the Board ifs/he reaches the age of 18 during the term of office. 

COMMITTEES

For the well being of SOHJA, committees shall be established by the President of the Board to further the purpose and goals of SOHJA.  Said committees may include but shall not be limited to: Nominating, Education, Newsletter, Publicity, Library, Historical, and Benefit Show.


Committees should have as members and/or chairperson, members of SOHJA who are NOT on the Board of Directors.

MEETINGS


Annual: The annual general meeting shall be on a day, selected by the Board, during January or as close to the first of the year as is reasonable.  The Board of Directors (and its officers) shall be elected prior to and shall take office at the annual meeting.  This meeting will also be the time that year-end awards are presented to the recipients.


General: Other general meetings may be held in the second, third, and fourth quarters with the emphasis on education, and to provide an opportunity for the members to voice their opinions on the rules and direction fo SOHJA.


Special: may be called by the President, and shall be called by the President by written request of one fourth of the membership.  The entire membership shall be informed no less than 15 days prior to a special meeting, as to the purpose and date of said meeting.


Board: shall be held no less than quarterly at times and places determined by the President.  Unless otherwise stated, Board meetings are open to the general membership.


Quorum: A quorum shall consist of a majority of the voting membership at general meetings and a majority of Board members at Board meetings.   Voting may be in person, or by proxy.

All meetings shall be conducted under Robert’s Rules of Order

CRUELTY TO A HORSE

Any member committing an act of cruelty to a horse as deemed by the Board of Directors, at a SOHJA recognized show or SOHJA sponsored meeting, shall face censure, and possible disciplinary action or expulsion from SOHJA.

SURPLUS FUNDS

Surplus funds as determined by the Board of Directors shall be used for educational purposes, which benefit the entire membership.

DISBURSEMENT OF ASSETS


Upon dissolution or final liquidation of SOHJA, all assets shall be paid to the United States Equestrian Team.

AMENDMENTS


Any proposed amendment(s) to these by-laws may be introduced by any Board member at any Board meeting, provided a copy of the proposed amendment(s) shall have been filed with the Secretary at least thirty (30) days prior to such meeting.  The Secretary shall send the proposed amendment(s) to the general membership in a timely manner.  The general membership may make comments IN WRITING to the Board of Directors about proposed amendments.  A two-thirds vote of the Board of Directors shall be required to approve and adopt such amendments.

SOUTHERN OREGON HUNTER/JUMPER ASSOCIATION

RULES

Membership categories/costs (annual)

Senior (1 vote)







$25

Junior (1 vote for junior board member only)



$17

Family (1 vote, except juniors may vote for the junior board



member)






$35

Sponsorship (recognition, no vote)




$50/up

Membership runs from date of joining to December 31

The Board of Directors is authorized to set dollar amounts required for membership 

Annual Awards
Annual high point awards will be given in each SOHJA recognized division.  Points toward year end awards do not accrue until rider has joined SOHJA.  Year end award winners are those horses or riders accumulating the most points in a particular division, at SOHJA recognized shows, regardless of the number of shows attended.

Horses/riders may compete for year-end awards in more than one division except where prohibited (see division specifications).

Points are awarded in applicable classes, based on placing and number of entries, as per the chart below;

Place
 Number in class
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In all the divisions, horses/riders are not eligible for year-end awards unless at least one point has been earned in an over fence class in that division.

DIVISION SPECIFICATIONS AND SHOW REQUIREMENTS

Trot a Pole Rider: A division which includes at least one class of trot a pole courses (equitation), and at least two walk/trot flat classes (equitation and pleasure).  Cantering will be penalized.  Open to riders who have never jumped a fence, including cross rails in competition in previous years.  In the current competition year, if a rider qualifies for the Trot a Pole division, he/she can also enter Crossrail classes, and still accrue year end points in the Trot a Pole division.

Crossrail Rider: A 12" to 18" division which includes at least one over fences class (equitation), and two walk/trot/canter flat classes (pleasure and equitation).  Trotting or cantering will be allowed in classes over fences.  A rider may ride more than one horse in the hunter over fences class, but only the top placing horse in any class will count toward the year end awards.  Open to riders who have never jumped above 2', and once a rider shows above 2' , he/she can accrue no additional year end points in the Crossrail division.  A green horse may show in the Crossrail hunter and under saddle classes, but accrue no division points unless ridden by a ‘Crossrail” rider.

Hopeful Rider: A 2' division which must include at least two over fence classes (hunter and equitation) and may include flat classes.  Open to riders who have not shown over fences  2'9" or above in height within the last 10 years.  Trotting will not be penalized in classes over fences.  A rider may ride more than one horse in the hunter classes but only the top placing horse in any class will count toward year-end awards.  Once a rider shows at 2'9" or above, he/she can accrue no additional year-end points in the Hopeful division.  A green horse may show in Hopeful hunter and under saddle classes but accrue no division points unless ridden by a “Hopeful” rider
Pre-Children Pre-Adult Rider: A non-professional 2'6" division which must have a hunter over fences, hunter under saddle, equitation over fences, a medal, and a flat equitation.  It is at the show manager’s discretion whether to split this division for juniors and amateurs, but SOHJA will give year end awards in both sections A rider may ride more than one horse in the hunter classes but only the top placing horse in any class will count.  Riders may not show over fences higher than 2'9" at the same show and have points count toward this division.

Intermediate Hunter: An open 2'6' to 2'9" division which must have at least one over fence class and one under saddle class.  Points go to the horse so more than one rider may ride the horse at any given show or throughout the year.

Junior/Amateur Hunter: A 3' division for horses ridden by junior and amateur riders, which must have at least one over fence class, and one under saddle class.  Management may choose to have some fences at 2'9".  If a second over fence class is held, management is encouraged to make it “handy” hunter.

Equitation: A non-professional division which must have at least one over fence class and one flat class.  Fences 3'.  The SOHJA Medal classes will count towards the year end awards, however the medal finals do not.  Points in equitation go to the rider, so a rider may ride different horses in different classes, but only one horse in any given equitation class. 

Working Hunter: An open 3' - 3'3" division which must have at least one over fence and one under saddle class.  Points go to the horse so more than one rider may ride the horse at any given show or throughout the year.

Low Jumpers: An open jumper class with fences not to exceed 2'6", in which USEF Jumper Table IV (optimum time) is used in all classes, however the section of Table IV to be utilized can be determined by individual show management.  Once a horse shows at 3' or higher, it can accrue no additional year-end points in the Low Jumper division.

Open Jumpers:  Only jumper classes of 3' or higher count toward year end awards.  Shows are required to offer at least two classes in which horses can jump 3' or higher, but no more than three per day.

In equitation over fences class only, the same horse may be shown more than once by different riders.  Exception: SOHJA Medal

A manager who wishes to have his/her show count toward SOHJA year-end awards must be a current member of SOHJA, must have their prize list approved by a SOHJA board member and must mail that prize list to all current SOHJA members.  Results from these shows must be received by a SOHJA board member no more than two weeks after the date of the show.

Other Year End Awards
SOHJA Medal: There will be a medal finals at a designated horse show near the end of each show season.  Any eligible rider who wins a SOHJA Medal class (with a minimum of three riders) and/or completes the course in a qualifying class with a score of 60 or above will be eligible to compete in the finals.  Riders who qualify for the finals may continue to compete in the class.  Riders who qualify in shows held after the finals will be eligible for the next year’s Medal finals.

Pax Diem 2'6" Medal: In each show, the contestants would be given a score in their over fences medal class, and also a score in their equitation on the flat class.  If their combined score in those classes is 135 or more, they will be qualified for the year end medal finals.

Scholarship: An amount of money, determined each year by the Board of Directors, will be given to junior riders to continue their equestrian pursuits.  Interested juniors fill out an application and present it to the board, which then chooses the winner(s). 

Gastaldi Award: A perpetual trophy given to an individual SOHJA member who makes the greatest contribution to the sport through sportsmanship, horsemanship, contribution in energy and knowledge, and integrity and conduct both in and out of the show ring.  Nominations for the Gastaldi Award are taken by the nominating committee and voted on by the membership.

Conduct


Classes which count toward year-end awards are to be conducted and scored under current United States Equestrian (USEF) rules whenever applicable.

Attire

Appropriate boots and ASTM/SEI approved protective headgear are required for all riders when jumping, and recommended whenever mounted.  Junior riders must wear ASTM/SEI protective headgear with harness fastened whenever mounted on the showgrounds.

Definitions
Hunter: Any class designated hunter is judged on the horse (pony) and is not restricted, except when so stated, by the age, experience or professional status of the rider.  A hunter is judged on manners, an even hunting pace, way of moving and style of jumping over a course of approximately eight fences. 

A Hunter Under Saddle is judged on way of moving and manners at the walk, trot and canter in both directions of the ring.

Jumper: Any class designated “Jumper” is judged objectively based on a specified set of class rules (known as USEF jumper Tables), which involve faults incurred on course and sometimes the time taken to compete the original course and/or jump-off.

Jump-off: A second shorter round or second part of a round in which the fastest (or optimum) time is the winner among horses with equal jumping faults.  Used to break ties for first place.

Equitation: An equitation class is judged on the rider’s position, use of aids, and control of the horse either on the flat or over a course of fences.

SOHJA Medal: An equitation class for members, conducted over a course of at least eight fences 3' in height, in which the top riders are called back for a workoff.  Three riders must compete to fill a class.  SOHJA  provides medals and year-end recognition for the winners of these classes, as well as Medal Finals near the end of the show season.

Pax Diem 2'6" Medal: An equitation class, conducted and scored over a course of at least eight fences 2'6" in height.  The flat equitation class will also be scored, and the combination of the over fences and flat score will determine the winner of the medal.  Riders scoring 135 or better will qualify for the medal finals, which will be held at a show near the end of the season. This medal class will be held regardless of number of competitors.

Work-off: Additional tests of the judge’s choosing to determine the winner among the top contestants in an equitation class.  USEF Hunt Seat Equitation Tests 1-19 will be used.

Junior and Pre-Children: A rider who has not reached his/her 18th birthday as of December 1 of the previous year.  A rider’s age on December 1 remains their show age for the entire following show year.

Amateur and Pre-Adult: A non-professional who is no longer eligible to compete as a junior.

Professional: A person who falls under the definition of professional according to the current United States Equestrian Federation rulebook.

Open: Not restricted, unless otherwise stated, by the age or professional status of the rider, or by the age or experience of the horse.

