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SOHJA SCHOLARSHIPS

AVAILABLE

for the

JOHN TURNER CLINIC 

The SOHJA board is undertaking a total review and revamp of the scholarship program for 2012.  For this year, it was decided that scholarships would be awarded throughout the year, some for specific educational events and some for events of 
an applicant’s choosing.  Applications will be evaluated by the board and chosen on the basis of merit, other relevant factors and, when applicable, the appropriateness of the 
chosen event for a scholarship.  The scholarships, formerly restricted to juniors, are now open to ALL SOHJA MEMBERS.  


The first two scholarships of 2011 will be for “full-rides” ($175 value) in the upcoming John Turner clinic. The application for these two scholarships is available with this newsletter.  Deadline for these applications is May 9.


Applications will be available in the future for specific local events/clinics, or for something educational that an individual member would like to attend for which they would like financial assistance.  For more information on this year’s scholarship program, contact one of your board members.
BILL FERGUSON CLINIC

This was the third or fourth presentation I’ve attended given by Dr. Ferguson, and I always come away with a more concise understanding of the subject.  His discussion on Sunday afternoon, April 17, of “the pre-purchase exam” was excellent, clarifying for people its purpose, why they might want to have a pre-purchase exam done on a horse they are considering buying, what they can expect from the vet and the exam, and importantly, what the pre-purchase exam is, what it is not.  This hour long talk, with questions and answers, was followed by a discussion of lameness, in particular determining the location of a lameness.  Cygnet Farm very generously allowed a few of its school horses to be demos, providing both easy and difficult lamenesses to pinpoint.


Special thanks to Dr. Ferguson for the generosity of his time and knowledge, to SOHJA for sponsoring the clinic, to LeAnn for arranging it, and to Cygnet for donating its facility and its horses.
JOE FARGIS CLINIC

Thirteen lucky SOHJA members rode in the recent Joe Fargis clinic hosted by Silver Spring Farm in Ashland. There were four sessions of 5-6 riders each day in the indoor arena at Silver Spring, which also has excellent seating for spectators.  Joe stressed basics, basics, basics, with lots of flat work and gymnastics, and an emphasis on transitions, subtlety, kindness and getting it right.  His teaching style was energetic and patient throughout, all the way to the very end.  Not many of us have the opportunity to ride under an Olympic Gold Medalist (1984 Los Angeles, Gold in Individual and Team Show Jumping on Touch of Class). What a wonderful learning experience for LeAnn Ahlbrecht, Paige DeBoer, Annika Fraught, Makenzie Harvery, Lynn Mayers, Kelly Odion, Campbell and Kristen Patterson, Kylie Perkins, Nancy Peterson, Norma Richards, Isabella Sendar, and Nathan Stiles.   
UPCOMING CLINICS

John Turner

SOHJA and Cygnet Farm will be hosting a jumping clinic with John Turner on Sunday and Monday, May 29 & 30 at Cygnet Farm.  John Turner and Jack Hammond operate Thumbs Up Farm in Seattle, one of the NW’s most successful Hunter/Jumper training stables.  A 35 year veteran of the show ring, John has used his expertise to train riders and horses to numerous year-end championships in the Washington State Hunter/Jumper Association and in USEF Zone 9, and has qualified for the Northwest Region and US World Championship Hunter Rider awards.  John is also a member of the USHJA Junior Hunter Task Force and the Zone 9 committee.  John enjoys teaching all levels of riders and horses and the clinic will have sessions to accommodate them.  Cost of the clinic is $175 for the two days.  SOHJA members get a $20 discount.  Spectating is free and encouraged.  For more information on John, go to www.thumbsupfarm.com.  Clinic information at 541 261-3315. 
Lisa Picconni, DVM


SOHJA will be sponsoring an equine chiropractic clinic with Dr. Lisa Picconni on June 26.  More details to follow.
HIGH SCHOOL EQUESTRIAN TEAM

DISTRICT WINNERS


These SOHJA riders are the district champions for the Oregon High School Equestrian Team competition year and have qualified to represent the district in the state finals May 19-22 in Redmond.
Hunt Seat Equitation Over Fences

Gold: Kylie Perkins (Henley)

Silver: Lauren Smith (Ashland)
Bronze: Christina Wallace (Klamath Union)
Dressage

Gold: Christina Wallace (Klamath Union) 
Silver: Kylie Perkins (Henley)
Steer Daubing

Gold: Kristen Patterson (Phoenix, StMarys)
Barrels

Silver: Kylie Perkins (Henley)
Free Style Working Fours Drill

Gold: Whitney DeBerry (Eagle Pt)
Bronze: Lauren Smith & Sarah Parks

(Ashland)

In-Hand Obstacle Relay

Silver: Whitney DeBerry (Eagle Pt)
BARN NEWS

Cygnet Farm
The new 20’ extension on the main arena is finished.  The additional space makes it possible to set up a full court dressage arena with a judge’s stand indoors, and also adds more arena for our hunter/jumper riders.  The large indoor arenas have been much appreciated with all of the rain this spring.  The extension was finished just in time for the in-barn schooling show!
We hosted our first in-barn schooling show on April 10th, judged by Nicole Cobb of Bend.  The day started with walk/trot and ended with 3’ hunters and a few jumpers.  32 horse/rider combinations showed and it was a long and successful day.  Many thanks to course designer Norma Richards, secretary Lisa Denison, all the volunteer parents and riders, and especially Norma and Barbara who maintained their good humor throughout the day.

We are looking forward to hosting the first SOHJA show of the season on May 28, followed by a John Turner clinic on the 29th and 30th.

Welcome back to Rebecca Tribelhorn and Bozzi.  Rebecca will be here for a few months before going to study in Australia.  

Kristen Patterson is sporting a big smile and an even bigger belt buckle to commemorate her big win in steer daubing at the recent OHSET regionals.

North Woods Ranch

Greetings!  We hope everyone is doing well.  The days here are fun as usual.  You know the schedule, care and schooling of horses, arena maintenance, riding lessons, fence fixing, fort building.  Actually stall building, and as always cleaning!  Ah, well its a good life.  Clarence and I love it when our boys come over and drag the arena or help with other projects around the ranch.  North Woods Ranch welcomes new student Sheryl Bryner for dressage lessons, also Jean and Chris Nichols for school horse lessons to develop their basic riding skills.  We also welcome back Kelsey Woolsey for a few jumping lessons to help her prepare for high school equestrian team.  The flashy thoroughbred filly named Taboe is here for short term training before she heads up to Portland Meadows.  The pretty paint mare Katy, is also here for Margo to evaluate as a potential mount for Elizabeth Poole.  Meanwhile she will ride the school horses in her lessons.  Thats all for now.  Best regards, Margo Bartow

Pax Diem Equestrian Center

We have been very busy this winter coaching the Eagle Point riders for the OHSET District Finals and now for the state finals in May. Congratulation to all our district riders for representing southern Oregon so well.  
We are in the process of getting our two SOHJA recognized Hunter/Jumper shows also recognized by Oregon Hunter/Jumper Association.  This will allow our local riders the opportunity to compete to qualify for the various OHJA medal finals in Eugene in the fall.

Editor’s note:  I do not edit the “barn news”, except maybe for length, so please check your spelling, grammar and facts.  Thanks.

“MIRROR IMAGE”

In 1969*, a plain little black Quarterhorse filly was born in Grants Pass.  In 1984, at the age of 15, accompanied by a long resume of arena and show experience (mostly Western), “Image” was purchased as a first mount for seven year old Rosie Meyers.  Rosie rode Image under the direction of Karin Ullian in Grants Pass and competed successfully at the Josephine County Fairgrounds shows, the local Hunter/Jumper shows, Dressage and the Cathedral Hills Combined Training Association’s local horse trials.  In 1988, outgrown by Rosie, “the pony”, 14.1 hand Image, was purchased by Pam and George Wilkinson for their daughter Lauren, who was riding in the Heather Hill Farm school horse program at the time.  Pam, who was small, later took over the ride on Image and showed her for a few years in the local Hunter shows before moving on to a “real” horse.  It was then, at the age of 23, that Image began her long and useful life as part of the Heather Hill Farm school, teaching dozens (maybe hundreds) of young children to ride, jump and show. 


School horses are a very special “breed” of horse.  They come in every shape, size, color and breed, but they all posses a group of essential traits, including kindness, generosity, tolerance, honesty, and a willingness to work.  They are the backbone of any truly successful riding program. The good ones teach confidence and fun, and engender their beginner and novice riders with a love and respect for horses and riding, and a desire to keep riding and learn more.  Ask any lifelong rider the name of the first school horse they rode and they can tell you.  Mine was Bluebell.


When Heather Hill Farm closed in 2006, Image, now 37, retired too, and had the incredible good fortune of being sought by the Leever family, whose two daughters had both learned to ride and jump on her.  She spent the next five years in the comfort of their warm stalls, green pastures and watchful care.  She also provided the eyesight for 30+ year old, 17 hand Heir Apparent.  They were pals, inseparable to the end, with Image leading Heir in and out to pasture and around the barn and field, squealing happily the whole way.  This past winter Image developed some serious health issues which made their lives together no longer possible to sustain.  They were put to sleep and buried together on the Leever property.


Few people have the ability and the desire to care for old horses in their waning years.  A special thanks goes to the Leever family for providing Image with the kind of retirement she would have chosen for herself.

(*Dates are my best guestimate, with help from several sources.)
CORRECTION


I incorrectly referred several times in the February newsletter to Silver Spring Farm in Ashland as Spring Creek Farm.  I apologize to everyone involved with Silver Spring Farm for the error.

CALENDAR
May 28:  Cygnet Farm Hunter/Jumper Show, SOHJA recognized, 541 261-3315

May 29-30:  John Turner Jumping Clinic, Cygnet Farm, 541 261-3315

June 26:  Equine Chiropractic, Lisa Picconni, DVM, 541
June 25-26:  Pax Diem Hunter/Jumper Show, SOHJA recognized, 541 951-2589

July 2:  Klamath Hunter/Jumper Show, SOHJA recognized, 541 331-0857
August 14-15:  Cygnet Farm Hunter/Jumper Show, SOHJA recognized, 541 261-3315
September 17-18:  Pax Diem Hunter/Jumper Show, SOHJA recognized, 541 951-2589

October 15-16:  SOHJAYear-end, Benefit Show, Royal Crest Ranch.  SOHJA and PAX DIEM Medal Finals. 541 664-4320, 541 292-6605.
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