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SOHJA

NEW BOARD OF DIRECTORS

AND OFFICERS

The membership elected four “new” board members to serve for the next two years.  They are Leslie Zock (new), Martha Brooks (new), LeAnn Ahlbrecht (re-elected), and Melanie Plisskin (re-elected).  They join last year’s board members Katie Bubb, Hilary Hulen, Lynn Mayers, 2010 president Cara Taylor, and Honorary member Corkee Shaffstall. New junior board member Kelly Odion joins Kristen Patterson as the junior reps.  SOHJA would like to thank its outgoing board members Linda Sendar, Barbara Messinger and Alexia Hulen for their service.  The new board had its first meeting on February 9 and approved 2011 officers and committee heads. 

2011 Officers

Pres: Hilary Hulen, jobdogs@msn.com
VP: Cara Taylor, taylorfam7@msn.com
Sec: LeAnn Ahlbrecht, drleann@yahoo.com
Treas: Lynn Mayers, lynn@adroitbuilt.com
Committee Chairs

Education:  LeAnn Ahlbrecht

Membership/Points:  Martha Brooks, 541 951-2589

Sponsorships/Publicity:  Katie Bubb, katiebubb@aol.com
Melanie Plisskin:  falicoffm@yahoo.com
Kristen Patterson: kpatterson0412@charter.net
Kelly Odion: Kelly@odion.name  

Benefit Show:  Melanie Plisskin, Leslie Zock

Newsletter/Website? Leslie Zock, lbzock@charter.net
BANQUET

AND

2010 YEAR-END AWARDS

The 2010 SOHJA Year-end Awards Banquet was held on January 22 at the historic Ashland Springs Hotel.  Approximately 90 people enjoyed good food and beverages, the talent show, great raffle prizes, and of course, the Gastaldi and Year-end awards presentations.  Eight members showed off talents they have alongside riding.  The raffle allowed people to put their stubs into the drawing for whichever item(s) they wanted.  Thanks to those who donated items for the raffle: Alexia Hulen, Cara Taylor, Crater Animal Clinic, Hilary Hulen, Jay Michalson Farrier, Katie Bubb, Martha Brooks, Melanie Plisskin, LeAnn Ahlbrecht, Linda Sendar, Lynn Mayers, Rogue Valley Equine, and the Wallace family.  


This year’s Champions received SOHJA monogrammed jackets or quarter-sheets.  Reserve winners received show crops, and both received a N. Archerd 5x7 photo, bran mash and a grooming bucket.  The awards this year went to.

TROT-A-POLE RIDER

CH: Zoe Brooks/Skittles, Rietta

RC: Ahlianah Vote/Kalligraphy

3rd:  Noa Hecht/Tashi

4th:  Emily Odion/Kalinka

5th:  Marci Thompson/Marly

CROSSRAIL RIDER

CH: Kendra Pinnell/My Valentine, Sparkles

RC: Emma Glatte/Dreamweaver, Mary
3rd:  Delaney Barr/Can Do Calico

4th:  Ahlianah Vote/Kaligraphy

5th:  Noa Hecht/Tashi, Little Black Dress

6th:  Nikki Foster/Shimmer

7th:  Emily Odion/Kalinka

8th:  Lolly McLellan/Hanna

HOPEFUL RIDER

CH: Lolly McLellan/Hanna

RC: Paige DeBoer/Sparkles, DipNDots

RC: Grace Ede/Valentine

4th:  Whitney DeBerry/Skittles, Sir Reginald

5th:  Makenzie Mattos/Colonel Brandy

6th:  Nikki Foster/Shimmer

7th:  Mikayla Pinnell/Reggie

7th:  Delaney Barr/Can Do Calico

PRE-CHILDRENS RIDER

CH: Kelly Odion/Tango Too

RC: Kiah Toth/Night Music

3rd:  Kristen Patterson/Cruise Control

4th:  Isabella Sendar/My Shadow

5th:  Rozzie Whitaker/Black Jack

6th:  Mikayla Pinnell/Knee High In Cash

7th:  Kelly Reis/Drivers Ed

8th:  Paige DeBoer/DipNDots

PRE-ADULT RIDER

CH: Melanie Plisskin/Sitka

RC: Stephanie Wallace/A Little Dutch Courage

3rd:  Lynn Mayers/Patron

INTERMEDIATE HUNTER

CH: My Shadow/Isabella Sendar, Nathan Stiles

RC: A Little Dutch Courage/Stephanie Wallace

3rd:  Zeus/LeAnn Ahlbrecht

4th:  Patron/Nathan Stiles

5th:  Cruise Control/Kristen Patterson

5th:  Dark as Knight/Tatiana Mattos

7th:  Dream Works/Cara Taylor

7th:  Night Music/Cara Taylor

JUNIOR/AMATEUR HUNTER

CH: Dreamworks/Cara Taylor

RC: Sir Reginald/Rene Moser

3rd:  Zeus/LeAnn Ahlbrecht

4th:  Dark as Knight/Tatiana Mattos

5th:  A Little Dutch Courage/Stephanie Wallace

5th:  Demolition Derby/Christina Wallace

7th:  Premier/Sarah Parks

LOW JUMPERS

CH: Bella Nadina/Izabel Austin

RC: A Little Dutch Courage/Stephanie Wallace

3rd:  Gone With the Wind/Adelline Brinkley

4th:  MaryGoRound/Anika Fraught

5th:  Cinnamon Spice/Kylie Perkins

6th:  Kryptonite/Lauren Smith

6th:  Lost My Socks/Tatiana Mattos

8th:  Full of Courage/Sarah Parks

8th:  Happy Go Lucky/Tessa Archerd

8th:  Knee High in Cash/Mikayla Pinnell

OPEN JUMPERS

CH: L’Anthony, Mary Arnstad

RC: Lasting Impression/Brooke McLeod

3rd:  Premier/Lauren Smith

4th:  Kryptonite/Lauren Smith, Bobbie Smith-Ede

5th:  Jackson/Nancy Peterson

6th:  Carola/Campbell Patterson

6th:  For Petes Sake/Kylie Perkins

6th:  Ooh La La/Nathan Stiles

EQUITATION

CH: Cara Taylor/Dreamworks

RC: Rene Moser/Sir Reginald

3rd:  Brooke McLeod/Lasting Impression

4th:  Mary Arnstad/L’Anthony

4th:  Campbell Patterson/Carola

6th:  LeAnn Ahlbrecht/Zeus

7th:  Sarah Parks/Blue,Premier

7th:  Christina Wallace/Demolition Derby


The Gastaldi Award for contribution to the sport was given this year to Martha Brooks.  This is not the first year Martha has received this recognition.  Her hard work and major contribution to the local horse community is ongoing.


The talent contest was won by Emma Glatte and Lolly McLellan, who sang an original duet entitled “Along the Cygnet Farm Trail”.


The banquet is one of SOHJA’s major undertakings and the “banquet committee” put in a lot of hard work for this very successful event.  Thanks to Cara, Melanie, Barb, Lynn, Hilary, Alexia, Katie, Nancy A., Linda and LeAnn. 

NANCY PETERSON


There are some people who add to the quality of others’ experiences just by being there.  Take riding.  Around the barn or at the shows, if there is someone who exhibits great sportsmanship, encourages others, and always seems to be volunteering, and doing it all with incredible good cheer, that person raises the level of enjoyment for everyone. These kinds of people are rare, especially in a sport that often takes itself too seriously.  Nancy Peterson is just such a person, and we in the Rogue Valley have been so lucky to have had her involved in our sport for the past ten years.  Nancy leaves us next month.  She is moving to Portland.  She has a very good friend who rides there and owns Narnia Farm, where Nancy plans to continue her riding career.  Nancy, you will be sorely missed, but we expect to see you occasionally, and we wish you the very best.  Jackson, Curtis, William and Louise too.

NATHAN STILES TRAINING


Nathan Stiles, who has been the head trainer at Cygnet Farm for the past seven months, has moved his Hunter/Jumper training operation to Spring Creek Farm, east of Ashland.  Spring Creek Farm was built in 2006 for Lara Schleining, to pursue her Dressage aspirations, and is owned and operated by Lara, who keeps a small group of Dressage horses there.  For those of you who have not had the pleasure of visiting Spring Creek Farm, it is a state-of-the-art equestrian facility with all the amenities, including an indoor dressage court.  An outdoor arena is in the plans, to hopefully be in use this April.


Nathan’s background includes riding with many well-known and respected equestrians in the Hunter/Jumper industry.  His current training program includes individualized instruction for horses and riders, from beginners to seasoned competitors.  For more information on Nathan’s program, go to his website: nathankstiles.com.

UPCOMING CLINICS


On Friday and Saturday, April 22-23, reknowned and double gold medal Olympic equestrian Joe Fargis will be giving a jumping clinic at Spring Creek Farm in Ashland.  Riding spots in the clinic are currently sold out, but you can be put on a waiting list by contacting Nathan Stiles at nathankstiles@msn.com.  Auditors are welcome for a fee of $25 for the first day and $15 for the second.  SOHJA members get their second day free.


In conjunction with this clinic, Sue Lightner of Lightacres in Modesto, California will give a presentation on the Hunter Breeding division.  She will present two of her own champion youngsters as part of the clinic.  The clinic will be held at Spring Creek Farm on Saturday from 6-8 PM and will include dinner (contact Mary Arnstad for more information:  maryarnstad@msn.com).  Sue will also be giving a presentation at Royal Crest Ranch Thursday evening before the clinic.  SOHJA discounts to apply.  

Cygnet Farm will be hosting a jumping clinic with John Turner on Sunday and Monday, May 29-30, following Cygnet Farm’s SOHJA show on Saturday, the 28th.  John Turner and Jack Hammond operate Thumbs Up Farm in Seattle, one of the Northwest’s most successful Hunter/Jumper training stables, continuing to produce winners at the highest level of our sport throughout the West and “indoors” back East.  John is an extremely busy horseman and a popular clinician and Cygnet is very pleased to be able to bring him to the Rogue Valley for the local Hunter/Jumper community’s education and fun.  For more information about the clinic and SOHJA member discounts, contact Cygnet Farm, 541 535-1539.

USHJA 

CONVENTION REPORT


I attend the United States Hunter/Jumper Association’s annual convention every year.  Before they were formed under the United States Equestrian Federation, I attended THAT convention every year.  This year (actually December 2010), it was held at the dramatic Westin La Cantera Resort north of San Antonio.  Not a very good location for sight-seeing, but then there are too many meetings and parties for much sightseeing anyway.   Although this is not REALLY where all the major decisions are made regarding our sport, those of us who attend like to think we have some impact on those decisions.  The big areas of discussion this year included the restructuring of the entire Hunter division, new rules for the Amateur/Owner and Adult Amateur divisions regarding cross entering, and greater restrictions on what constitutes “amateur” status.  All rule change proposals are scrutinized by appropriate committees, discussed at the convention, and are forwarded with a final recommendation to the USEF board of directors.  All persons planning to show at a rated show should familiarize themselves with the rules of their divisions.  The rules are available on the USEF website:  www.usef.org.  The SOHJA library also has a copy of the rulebook, although it is usually an older version. 
BARN NEWS

Cygnet Farm:

Cygnet Farm has been appreciating their covered arenas this winter!  Both indoor arenas have new footing - many thanks to Nancy Peterson for her assistance in making that happen.  The arenas now have a mixture of sand and crumbled rubber, and the horses’ feet and legs are much happier with the new cushiony surface.  
Norma Richards is joining the Cygnet clan again this winter to train the hunter and jumper clients. Norma has a quiet enthusiasm and level of expertise and consistency that has been much appreciated in the past, and is being enjoyed again this year.
There are several new horses in the barn.  Emily Odion purchased "Bella", a lovely chestnut appendix Quarterhorse mare from the Portland area.  Rozzie Whitaker is leasing "Abby", a Warmblood/Thoroughbred cross mare from the Eugene area.  Jennifer Merryman has returned from Wyoming (it was too cold there!), with her horse "Joey".  Katie Bubb purchased a large grey Dutch Warmblood gelding "Adam" as her new project horse.
A fond farewell to Cygnet Farm's horse "Moxie" who has found a new home with Margo Bartow training stables in Merlin. Also a very sad farewell to the school horse, "Professor", who taught many riders to jump, and to use strong legs.  Professor was in his mid twenties, and passed away peacefully in the night.

Royal Crest Ranch

It is the time of fuzzy coats, warm blankets and bran mashes here at Royal Crest as we watch for signs of Spring.  We would like to welcome Nathan Stiles to the teaching staff here.  He will be giving jumping lessons on Saturdays.  We will also be having a series of one-day clinics and schooling shows, including a Dressage Ride-a-Test with Angela Littlefield, a horsemanship clinic with Maggie Metzker, accompanied by local “interspecies communicator” Barbara Shor, and our regular Friday playdays, weather permitting. 

Timberline Farm:  

With our new property, home and ventures, Shane and I have decided on a new farm name. Instead of Riverstone Riding Club, we will now be known as Timberline Farm. Our updated email is Timberlinefarm@live.com. We are working on establishing a modest family oriented facility/business here in Bonanza. We ended last year by going to the HDHJA year-end show in Bend and everyone had a lot of fun. Adeline Brinkley and her Pony Shasta took home many ribbons in the 2'6-2'9 jumpers and had a blast in their first jumper Derby together. Cinnamon Spice also competed in the 2'6"-2'9 jumper division, winning a couple of classes, as well as taking 4th in the combined level jumper derby.  Everyone was very welcoming in Bend and we can't wait to head back this year and are hoping that Cecily and her students will be able to accompany us. We are very sad to be losing Adeline and her pony Shasta, they are moving to the east coast in June after school lets out and will continue their venture with Cane Creek Farm in Asheville, NC. We will miss them a lot but wish them luck on their new journey.    
CALENDAR

April 9:  Klamath Schooling Show

April 21:  Possible unmounted clinic with Sue Lightner at Royal Crest.
April 22-23:  Joe Fargis Clinic at Spring Creek Farm, Ashland.

April 22, 6-8 PM:  Hunter Breeding clinic with Sue Lightner at Spring Creek Farm.
May 28:  Hunter/Jumper Show at Cygnet Farm, SOHJA recognized

May 29-30:  John Turner Clinic at Cygnet Farm

June 25-26:  Hunter/Jumper Show at Pax Diem, SOHJA recognized

July 2:  Klamath Schooling Show, SOHJA recognized?

August 13-14: Hunter/Jumper Show at Cygnet Farm, SOHJA recognized.

September 17-18:  Hunter/Jumper Show at Pax Diem.  SOHJA recognized.

October 15-16 (ten):  SOHJA Benefit and Year-end Show, Royal Crest Ranch.  SOHJA recognized.

ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER


As the new editor of this newsletter, it is my goal to have it come out in a timely fashion on a quarterly schedule.  That would mean now, then early May, early August and early November (also a good deworming schedule).  This issue has been particularly time-consuming as I have had to collect a lot of information and stuff and  learn about columns.  Future issues should go a little more smoothly.  You do need to be a member to receive the newsletter, so, if you have not joined for 2011, this will be your last one.  The same applies to trainers/barn owners who wish to put “barn news” in the newsletter.  You must be a member.  I will notifly you of a weeks notice to the deadline for getting information to me for the next issue.  Anyone else who has news, ideas, information, letters, etc, please let me know.  This newsletter is only as interesting and informative as the stuff in it.  So send it in!  (lbzock@charter.net). Hopefully we will also have a “classifieds” column next issue.  Cost (or not) to be discussed at the next board meeting. 

The newsletters will also become a part of the website, along with pictures etc.  Updating that is the next project… check it out soon at www.SOHJA.com.


The photo on the Home page of the website will change regularly.  If you would like to be featured, send your photo in for consideration:  lbzock@charter.net. 


Many thanks to my husband Steve, without whom you would not be reading this newsletter.
SOUTHERN OREGON HUNTER/JUMPER ASSOCIATION
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